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UM SCORES HIGH ON ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT PERFORMANCE
MISSOULA The University of Montana performed better than 70 percent of four-year institutions
on the Collegiate Learning Assessment.
Developed by the Council for Aid to Education with the Rand Corp., the CLA is an
innovative approach to assessing an institution’s contribution to student learning.
The assessment presents realistic problems that require students to analyze complex
materials that vary in reliability and accuracy. Through written responses, students
demonstrate their critical thinking, analytical reasoning, problem solving and communicating
abilities.
Participating campuses receive two reports: an interim report in mid-winter after testing
first-year students that provides insights into incoming classes, and a final value-added report
during the summer after testing seniors.
UM administrators recently received results for the CLA conducted in 2006-07.
Results show that UM first-year students performed at the level expected, given their entering
SAT/ACT scores. As anticipated, seniors performed better on the CLA than did first-year
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students.
The expected difference between scores on the CLA is 146 points. At UM, however,
seniors showed significant gains, scoring 168 points higher than entering students.
“These results are important in the University’s continuing assessment of its
educational programs,” said Associate Provost Arlene Walker-Andrews. “The CLA focuses on
how institutions as a whole contribute to student development, and these current results show
that UM contributes substantially to student growth when compared to other four-year
institutions.”
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